
Rancho Canada planning documents by MPRPD should include 
connection to Martin Canyon
Research & recommendations

By Fred Watson, PhD. 8th April 2018 (slightly updated 12th April 2018)

• There should be an underpass beneath Carmel Valley Rd connecting the former Rancho Canada golf 
course to Martin Canyon, for use by hikers, pedestrians, cyclists, wildlife, and streamflow

• Current planning documents should explicitly show this connection on maps as something that is 
envisioned for the future

• The land is public. The county owns a strip of land all the way from Carmel Valley Road up to Jacks 
Peak, and a dirt road exists on this county land extending directly upward from Carmel Valley Road.

• Note: Martin Canyon is a much better route than Roach Canyon (which also has an existing trail), 
because Roach Canyon doesn’t really connect to anything public on the south side of Carmel Valley 
Road.

• The following slides use maps to illustrate at least 36 years of planning for a connection from Carmel 
River to Jacks Peak along Martin Canyon.

• A subset of these maps was shown to MPRPD staff and consultants on 2/8/18 (Larson, Nelson, 
Watson) and 3/8/18 (Payan, Watson)
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1982

Monterey County General Plan

Figure 14

(Red highlighting added by Watson, 2018)

36 years ago, the County 
General Plan proposed a 
trail connection through 
Martin Canyon from Carmel 
River to Jacks Peak.
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1984 / 2006

“Greater Monterey Peninsula Area
Trails & Paths
Map Produced by
Monterey County Planning Department, July 20, 2006
Source:
Trails = Greater Monterey Peninsula Area Plan 1984”

Apparently in approved GMPAP 1984
Map probably produced for 2006 draft County General Plan Update 4.
Not included in final approved 2010 GPU.

Curiously, a 2006 
reproduction of 1984 trail 
planning data did not show 
the Martin Canyon 
connection.



1984 / 2006 (continued)
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1985 CV Trails Plan – Approval status unknown
The Martin Canyon 
connection was shown in 
much more detail in a 1985 
trail planning map produced 
by the county (approval 
status unknown)



1985 CV Trails Plan – Approval status unknown

Rancho 
Canada A Rio Road connection also shows up in 

the 1984 document
(a 20-ft non-exclusive right-of-way 
exists between Rio Rd and the former 
Rancho Canada golf course)



1994 CV Trails Plan – “Approved 9/12/94”
“Source: Carmel Valley Trails Committee & Monterey County Planning & Building Inspection Department”

A 1994 version of the 
detailed country trail 
planning map is indicated as 
being “Approved”



1994 CV Trails Plan – “Approved 9/12/94”
“Source: Carmel Valley Trails Committee & Monterey County Planning & Building Inspection Department”

Rancho 
Canada



1995 (approx.) CV Master Plan – Approval status unknown

In 1995, the detailed county trail planning map 
appeared under the label “Carmel Valley Master Plan”
(previously it was “Carmel Valley Trails Plan”).
Several trails (on private land?) were dropped from 
the 1994 version.
But Martin Canyon (on public land) survived.



1995 (approx.) CV Master Plan – Approval status unknown

Rancho 
Canada



2005 Vision Plan for
Carmel River Parkway
(Produced by Cal Poly Pomona students
for BSLT)

A 2005 visioning document laid 
out the key reasons why a 
Martin Canyon connection is 
important - because it is a 
crucial link in a much larger 
regional opportunity network, 
for people, wildlife, and water.



2005 Vision Plan for Carmel River Parkway
(Produced by Cal Poly Pomona students for BSLT)



2005 Vision Plan for Carmel River Parkway
(Produced by Cal Poly Pomona students for BSLT)



2005 Vision Plan for Carmel River Parkway
(Produced by Cal Poly Pomona students for BSLT)



2005 Vision Plan for Carmel River Parkway
(Produced by Cal Poly Pomona students for BSLT)

Daylighting Martin Canyon Creek should be a top 
priority for the re-use of the former Rancho 
Canada gold course. The idea was in play long 
before the retirement of the golf course.



2006 re-cartography of 1984 data
(same map in a previous slide, but included again here for timeline consistency)



2011 book:
“The Monterey Pine Forest”
The Monterey Pine Forest Watch 
Pine Nut Press
Bates, Dalessio, Nedeff, Stevens

A 2011 book prioritized the Martin 
Canyon area for potential future 
expansion of public land (the land on the 
west side of the canyon is church-
owned).



~2012 ZipTrek zipline proposal for Martin Canyon (Jacks Peak)
(Map reproduced from Carmel Valley Association newsletter, in turn reproduced from ZipTrek brochure)

The county considered 
Martin Canyon for 
substantial recreational 
development in 2012.



2013 “MPRPD at 40” Presentation by T. Jensen

In 2013, MPRPD 
reflected on its past 
and looked to the 
future.

Firstly, existing public 
land was identified…



2013 “MPRPD at 40” Presentation by T. Jensen

…and then potential 
future expansions of 
public land were posed 
– including an 
expansion of the 
existing public land 
connection along 
Martin Canyon.

Note: Rancho Canada 
Golf Course was 
apparently not even on 
the radar at this point 
in time.



2013 “MPRPD at 40” Presentation by T. Jensen

Rancho 
Canada



2013 “MPRPD at 40” Presentation by T. Jensen

Rancho 
Canada



2018 PCRP GDP Workshop #3 – February 8th, 2018

Oddly, Martin Canyon 
seems to have been 
overlooked in PCRP 
planning during 2017 
and 2018 so far.

This map does not 
include the existing
public land connection.



2018 PCRP GDP Workshop #3 – February 8th, 2018
This map 
leaves out 
Jacks Peak 
altogether



2018 PCRP GDP Workshop #3 – February 8th, 2018

This map designs a trail 
system, but shows no 
awareness of the existing 
trail in Martin Canyon or 
forward planning to 
someday connect to Martin 
Canyon.

It also doesn’t show Martin 
Canyon Creek, either in its 
present form (as a storm 
drain?), or its potential 
future return to a more-
natural state (as was 
suggested in 2005).

The map should show 
existing trails, a proposed 
underpass, and a proposed 
daylighted creek.



2018 PCRP GDP –MPRPD Board Packet, April 11th

The April 2018 map differs 
slightly from the February 
2018 map.

But the Martin Canyon 
connection is still not 
recognized.



2018 Mapping by Watson – wider area



2018 Mapping by Watson – zoomed in a bit



2018 Mapping by Watson – includes 2ft contours

Existing terrain is favorable for 
an underpass beneath Carmel 
Valley Rd at Martin Canyon.
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